
 

Tech focus: Subwoofers 
What are they and do I need one? 

A subwoofer is a special purpose speaker de-
signed for just one job, to reproduce the lowest 

bass frequencies. A well designed subwoofer will 
outperform almost all other main speaker types 

when it comes to bass response. While there are 
some amazing main speaker designs available, all 
are a compromise of one type or another. A com-
mon area of compromise is the lowest bass fre-
quencies. Why? Because reproducing high qual-

ity, low bass is difficult. Since a sub is only re-
sponsible for bass response, a designer can focus 
on choosing the best driver, amplification, and en-
closure for the job. Main speakers pose a much 

greater design challenge because they attempt to 
reproduce the entire audio spectrum. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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System Tips: Protecting Your Investment from HEAT 

In Issue I of “Sound Advice” we discussed the importance of protecting your equipment from electrical 

issues. This time let’s focus on another potential problem area - HEAT! Almost all modern electronic 

devices generate some heat during normal operation. It is critically important to ensure that a device 

doesn’t overheat or run too hot. In the worst case overheating can lead to device failure. Even if the 

device continues to operate, excessive heat can cause erratic operation and shorten the life expec-

tancy. One cause of heat build-up is dust. Let’s face it, every home has dust. When dust accumulates on 

your sensitive electronic devices, it acts just like an insulator and can cause overheating. Okay, so how 

do I prevent heat problems? Glad you asked! While you should always refer to the owners manual for 

specific recommendations, here are some general steps: 

1.) Make sure that nothing is blocking the heat vents or heat sinks. For units that have a filter (such as a 

projector), it is extremely important to clean or change the filter on a regular basis.  

2.) Make sure that there is sufficient clearance around each piece (see the manual for details). 

3.) Periodically remove the dust build-up from the unit. Ideally each piece of equipment should be re-

moved, inspected and blown out with compressed air designed specifically for electronics. Yes I realize 

this could be a very BIG project and I recommend that it should only be completed by someone quali-

fied. Depending on the specific conditions of your household, you might want to complete the dust 

removal procedure every 1 - 2 years or as recommended by the manufacturer. These three steps can 

significantly extend the life and enjoyment of your system and investment. 

Come celebrate our 32nd anniversary with us with special prices throughout the store! 

Sound Advice 



Background: Theresa has over 30 

years experience in customer ser-

vice, customer relations, account 

management and supervisory posi-

tions. 

————————————— 
Q: Theresa, as office manager how 

are you involved with our custom-

ers? 

A: I’m involved in many ways. I 

greet customers, create and update 

customer contact information, 

schedule service, and even have 

learned to do some technical 

phone support. I’m usually the first 

person a customer talks to and 

then I direct them to the best staff 

person to help with the particular 

issue or question. Of course I’m 

also involved with all of the other 

routine office activities like inven-

tory and accounts receivable. 

Q: What do you like about the 

Audio/Video field? 

A:  The technology amazes me. 

Devices are so interconnected 
now, you can have convenient 

control from a cell phone or tablet. 

Of course setting up all of this 

technology can be challenging and 

that’s where we can help. We 

strive to get your system working 

just the way you want. Then we  
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provide the training you need so 

you can fully enjoy your system. 

Q: Theresa is there anything else 

you want to add? 

A: Yes, please let us know if we can 

help with any issues or if you have 

any feedback for us. 

Q: Thanks Theresa! How can you 

be reached? 

A: Just call me at 937-434-9770 or 

send an email to:  

         theresa@audioetc.tv 

(Subwoofers, continued) 

Okay, so a subwoofer is the best way to reproduce 

low bass, but why would I need one? 

Believe it or not, improving the bass response of your 

system isn't the biggest benefit! The #1 benefit of add-

ing a high quality subwoofer to your system is how it 

can dramatically improve the sound of your existing 

power amp and main speakers. Once your main 

speakers are freed from the burden of making deep 

bass, they will sound cleaner, clearer, and faster, es-

pecially in the midrange and mid-bass. They will also 

image significantly better because there will be far 

less air pressure and therefore resonance and vibra-

tion affecting the speaker cabinet walls. And since the 

power required to make the deep bass is provided by 

the subwoofer’s built-in amplifier, your main power 

amp will be free from that burden and begin to sound 

like a much more powerful amplifier. 

The other main benefit is the dramatic improvement in 

bass extension, power and control you will experi-

ence. It doesn't matter how big your main speakers 

are, they’re no match for a good subwoofer for bass 

reproduction. Without a good sub you are missing out 

on one of the most dramatic improvements you can 

make to your audio/video system. 

 

Hold on a minute, I hear you say. 

 

Isn't a subwoofer the device that makes that horrid 

noise in some "boom trucks" and cars? The short an-

swer is yes. The truth of the matter is that some sub-

woofers have fully earned their bad reputation - boomy, 

muddy, out of control, obnoxious bass. We have all had 

our fair share of bad subwoofer experiences, whether 

it’s from a nearby car thumping or a home theater with 

overblown bass. A cheap sub can generate a huge 

amount of bass at one narrow frequency band. Every 

speaker enclosure has a frequency at which it naturally 

vibrates. The technical term is called the “resonant fre-

quency". So let's say a particular sub is resonant at a 

low bass note of "B". When we play a song with the 

notes E - A - C – D, we hear the notes B - B - B - B 

instead. That's not a good representation of the original 

music tonality by any measure. You will however feel 

the punch and rhythm of the music. With a well de-

signed sub we will get rhythm and tonality! Think of the 

sound of an acoustic bass. Yeah, that's it. Detailed, 

expressive and dramatic - not boomy, muddy, or over-

bearing.  

 

So whether you mainly enjoy Mozart, Miles, or Metal-

lica, a great subwoofer will significantly enhance your 

listening experience. 

At Audio Etc… we have great subwoofer options from 

Revel, B&W, Martin Logan, JBL, Sunfire, and Episode. 

We also have the expertise to match a sub to your ex-

isting system and listening environment. Come in and 

let us audition a high quality subwoofer for you and 

you'll hear the difference. 

Theresa enjoys helping people 

and spending time with family 

and friends. She also enjoys her 

three small dogs Gemma, Oreo, 

and Daisy. 
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Our Pre-Owned equipment 

room (also known as “the 

used room”) has been com-

pletely updated and is ready 

for you.  We have great deals 

on audio and video equipment 

of all types. 

 

Stop by and save BIG on gear 

for the basement, your dorm 

room or even for your main 

system. Prices are conveniently 

listed on each piece.  

Looking for gift ideas for your 

favorite person? We have items 

starting at less than $50. Stop by 

and let us help you find that per-

fect gift. 

 

Gifts under $100: 

 Panamax Power Protection 

 Grado Headphones 

 AudioQuest A/V Cables 

 

Gifts $100 - $200: 

 Russound Outdoor Speakers 

 MartinLogan Headphones 

 B&W Headphones 

Gifts $200 - $600: 

 

 Sonus Wireless Systems 

 HEOS Wireless Systems 

 Bose Wireless Systems 

 Sony Blu-Ray Players 

 Denon Headphones 

 Episode Subwoofers 

 Bose Soundbars 

 Revel In-Wall Speakers 
 Voyager Indoor/Outdoor/

Marine Speakers 

 Thorens Turntables 
 … and more! 

 

Did You Know? Pre-Owned Equipment 

“The Used Room” 

The Pre-Owned Equipment: 

 

Receivers 

Pre-Amps 

Amplifiers 

Blu-Ray Players 

CD Players 

FM Tuners 

Projectors 

Speakers 

Sound bars 

Sub Woofers 

Power Protection 

Plasma TV 
 

We hope you’ve enjoyed this  

edition of the Sound Advice 

newsletter.  To subscribe or 

unsubscribe please send us an e

-mail at info@audioetc.tv You 

can also submit questions or 

comments at the same address.  

Thank you for your support of 

Audio Etc… 

You are why we are here! 

 

Audio Etc… is 

Dayton’s 

premier audio, 

video, home 

theater, 

security, and 

automation 

dealer! 

Showroom Hours 
 
Tuesday - Thursday 
11:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
 
Friday 
11:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
 
Saturday 
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
Closed Sunday and Monday 
 

 

 

Phone: 937.434.9770  

New address or phone 

number? 

 

Please let us know at 

info@audioetc.tv 

 

Thank you! 


