
 

 
 Tech focus: Dolby Atmos 

 
Imagine that you’re sitting in your home, watching your favorite movie. You hear rain drops hitting individual 
leaves close-by and then a helicopter flying right above you. The "chopper" sounds so real you automatically 
duck down in your chair as it zooms by! 

 
Welcome to Dolby Atmos... 

 
Surround sound systems are nothing new, so what's so special about Dolby Atmos? It all starts in the recording 
studio. With other surround sound systems, the sound designer can control how much sound comes from each 
speaker. This allows sound to come from anywhere Left-to-Right and Front-to-Back. The problem is, real sound 
also has a height component. With the Dolby Atmos system, the designer is no longer constrained to just a par-
ticular speaker or channel. Instead, the designer can now mix a foundation level of sound using the traditional 
channel-based approach and on top of that layer, up to 118 audio objects to create a much more dynamic sound 
experience. 
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System Tips: In this issue we take a look at some ways to improve your existing system. 
 

Regardless of the quality of your components, everything in your system depends on the electricity coming out of the wall. The quality and purity of 

your electrical feed can play a significant part in the overall way your system performs. The ideal approach is to have dedicated electrical wiring just 

for your system. A 20-Amp dedicated circuit is recommended, although you may need more than one circuit depending on the total power consump-

tion. Dedicated wiring should reduce or eliminate noise and other  electrical problems. If this approach isn't an option, at least ensure that noise-

producing appliances (like a refrigerator, fan, or motor) aren't plugged into the same circuit.  
 

Next take a look at the electrical outlet. A typical wall outlet costs less than $2 and will wear out over time. Upgraded outlets can be purchased for as 

little as $20 or so and should give years of reliable service. Of course any electrical work should be completed by a licensed electrician. Now that you 

have dedicated wiring and a decent wall outlet, a quality power conditioner comes next. This device will protect your equipment from power surges 

and remove electrical noise (see Issue I for more information). All these steps should help lower the "noise floor" of your system and result in im-

proved sound and video quality. Just how big of an improvement you'll realize depends on many factors. But with a relatively modest investment, you 

could experience significant improvements. 

Sound Advice 

What are audio objects?  
 

Imagine a small sphere or ball 
that you can move around with a 
remote control. You can move 
this object anywhere you like in 
your room. Left and right, front 
and back, AND up and down. 
You can also change the size of 
this object, larger or smaller. Got 
it? Okay, let's say that the object 
you've been controlling is the 
sound from a helicopter. This 
helicopter is just one audio ob-
ject. There might be dozens of 
objects flying around and they 
can all be independantly con-
trolled. The job of the sound 
designer is to match the sound 
position of the objects with the 
action on the screen. This is now 
much easier with Dolby Atmos 
and allows for a significantly 
better experience for you! 

How do I get Dolby Atmos? 
 

You will need three things: 
 

1.) A Dolby Atmos receiver or processor 
We have Dolby Atmos products from Sony, 
Integra, Marantz, Rotel, Classe, and Denon. 

 

2.) At least two additional speakers 
Ideally, at least two additional speakers 

mounted in the ceiling. There are other 
options if speakers can't be ceiling mounted 

in your room. 

 

 

3.) Dolby Atmos media 
All this new technology isn't worth 
much if there isn't any media to 
enjoy. Well, great news! There 
are thousands of titles available 
on Blu-Ray and on streaming 
services like Netflix, Amazon, and 
YouTube. 
 
Sounds interesting, how can I 
hear a demonstration? 
 
Here at the Audio Etc... design 
center, we have several rooms 
fully equipped with Dolby Atmos. 
Just give us a call to setup a time 
for a demo. You can also just 
stop in if you like, but we can give 
you our full attention if you sched-
ule with us in advance. 
 
 
 
Dolby ATMOS and the double-D symbol are registered trade-

marks of Dolby Laboratories.  



Background: Cindy has been part 

of the Audio Etc… story from the 

very beginning. She is a co-owner 

and our Vice President. Cindy is 

also a Senior Officer with the 

Home Builders Association of 

Dayton and is a candidate for the 

area Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-

ety – Woman of the Year award. 

————————————— 
Q:  Cindy with your background, 

we could talk about dozens of 

topics. But let me ask you this, what 

is your overall vision for Audio 

Etc… ? 

A: My vision has always been to be 

the Audio and Video experts for 

the tri-state area. In this era of big 

box, supermarket-style electronics 

stores, we've grown by offering 

personal service, unsurpassed ex-

pertise, professional installation and 

on-going “after the sale” support. 

 

Q: What would you say to the 

person who would love to have 

their “dream system” but can’t 
quite swing the finances right now? 

A: First, I would let them know 

that we can help them build their 

system in phases. So you can start 

small and then build up to the next 

phase when you’re ready. 

Secondly, we have several financing 
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options to help fit whatever your 

budget allows. 

 

Q: Cindy I’m sure you’ve seen 

many changes over the years. Have 

there been any recent changes that 

you are excited about? 

A: Yes! We now have the best 

employees we have ever had! I’m 

amazed at the depth of knowledge 

and commitment of our staff! I’m 

so grateful for each of you!  

 

 

 

(Continued below) 

Q: Giving back to the community is very important to you. How 

does Audio Etc… give back? 

A: Yes, that’s true. We support our local community in several 

ways. We make our 60-person “Community Room” available to 

non-profit organizations at no charge. We also donate prod-

ucts and our unique Mobile-Home Theater as a Live 

Auction item for charity fundraising events. We helped 

raise over $10,000 for charity in 2015 alone. 

 

Q: I understand that you have been nominated for the 

area Leukemia & Lymphoma Society – Woman of the 

Year award. How does that work? 

A: Basically I’m helping to raise awareness about Leuke-

mia & Lymphoma and to raise funds to help fight these 

diseases. 

 

Q: That is important work, how can someone get    

involved? 

A: The easiest way is to visit the webpage at: 

https://www.mwoy.org/pages/soh/dayton17/cgaboury  

“Everyone wins when cancer loses”, so thank you in 

advance for any and all support of this effort! 

Q: How can someone get in touch with you? 

A: E-mail is the easiest way - cindy@audioetc.tv 

 

Thanks for your time Cindy! 

In addition to spending time with 

family, Cindy enjoys playing the flute. 

She  is a certified Zumba instructor 

and a Certified John Maxwell team 

member. Cindy has a passion for 

networking and serving the commu-

nity and also greatly enjoys providing 

tours of our beautiful showroom. 

Recommended Components: Marantz PM-10 Integrated Amplifier 

We are very excited to announce the arrival of the new Marantz 

PM-10 Integrated Amplifier. Tan (our lead Sales Consultant) has 

been eagerly awaiting it’s arrival and so we unboxed it and set it up 

right away. Tan cued up some Patricia Barber on the turntable and 

we were immediately rewarded with a warm and full sound with a 

silky smooth noise floor. “There’s no need to evaluate this piece for 

hours and hours” Tan mentioned. “You can hear the quality right 

away. This is a unique piece of engineering that’s good enough to 

keep for the long term. It’s completely different from the “throw-

away” electronics you find everywhere these days.” 

Here’s part of the description from the Marantz website: The PM-

10, is an integrated amplifier built to set new standards with all of 

today's music formats. In fact, this massively powerful integrated 

amplifier is constructed more like a high-end separate preamplifier 

and a pair of monobloc power amps, but all in one beautifully fin-

ished case, designed both to maximise performance and create a 

strong visual statement. 

Making an integrated amplifier with dual monobloc design fitting in a 

normal size cabinet is made possible by the use of a stereo switch-

ing amplifier. Its aim? To reveal the maximum musical involvement 
from everything from LPs to the latest high-resolution audio files 

and beyond, and with all the power and control required to drive 

the most demanding loudspeakers, allowing them to perform at 

their best. (Continued on page 3) 
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Since 2008 vinyl sales have experienced 
a comeback. So who’s buying records 
and why would they? Is this just some 
wave of nostalgia or "hipster" focus or is 
something else going on? Vinyl records 
now boast nearly nine years of healthy 
sales with no slowdown in sight. An 
audio format that seemed destined for 
obsolescence two decades ago is back. 
And it’s here to stay. Music lovers are 
loving vinyl again. 
 
Why is this happening? Didn’t vinyl die 
off with the advent of CDs back in the 
1980s? Most people thought so, but 
something started happening in 2008. 
While it's true that vinyl is collectable, 
has a "cool" factor and a certain nostal-
gia, sound is what's driving today’s vinyl 
revival. Compared to digital recordings, 
vinyl has a warmer sound that’s impossi-
ble to capture on low-bitrate music files.  

Optimized Design 
To achieve such quality, while still 

delivering class-leading power, 

means optimizing each section of 

the amplifier for its task, just as 

would be done in a design using a 

separate preamplifier and monobloc 
power amps. 

Commonly, amplifiers use a single 

transformer, with separate power 

supply regulation for the preampli-

fier and power amplifier sections; the 

PM-10 takes things much further. 

A dual-mono design, it has separate 

power supplies for the preamplifier 

and each of the power amplifier 

channels, with one transformer dedi-

cated to the preamp to ensure the 

delicate signals passing through that 

section of the amplifier aren't af-

Did You Know? The Vinyl Comeback 

Yes, I realize that the "analog verses digital" argument has been 
raging among audiophiles for decades. So I'm not going to at-
tempt to convince you that one format is superior to the other.  
What I will tell you is that vinyl sounds different from digital. Which 

you prefer is a question only your ears can answer. 
 
To dedicated digital music fans, the unshakable revival of vinyl 
might seem like a head-scratcher. After all, an LP is far less con-
venient than a playlist full of MP3 files. It also requires physical 
storage, specialized equipment, and meticulous care. Why are so 
many people falling back in love with vinyl in spite these apparent 
shortcomings?  
 
For starters, there’s the instant gratification aspect. Listening to 
vinyl, like taking pictures with film, is a very involved experience. 
In many ways, it’s more immersive and multifaceted than listening 
to digital recordings. Specifically, vinyl gives you long, focused 
listening sessions. When you put on a record, you’re making a 
commitment. You’ve pulled an album off a shelf, removed it from 
its sleeve, cleaned it, and carefully placed it on your turntable. You 
tend to listen to a whole album (or at least a whole side) by a 
single artist rather than a jumbled playlist. You’re experiencing 
music the way the musicians intended. You’re also listening ac-
tively, not passively.   

When you place a record on a well-
designed turntable and run it through a 
quality phono preamp and great speak-
ers, you’re going to enjoy sound that’s 
hard to come by in other formats. Among 
other things, you’ll start to notice: Warm, 
midrange tones that are appealing to the 
ear. One of the things people love about 
vinyl is its warmth. And due to the nature 
of the format, vinyl compels you to listen 
more actively.  
 
Digital files will always win the conven-
ience battle. But for a more intentional 
way of listening to music, give some 
vinyl a spin. 
 
At Audio Etc… we have turntables from 
Thorens, Marantz, Denon, Sony and 
others. Give us a call and we would be 
happy to set up an audition for you. 

We hope you’ve enjoyed this  

edition of the Sound Advice 

newsletter.  To subscribe or 

unsubscribe please send us an  

e-mail at info@audioetc.tv You 

can also submit questions or 

comments at the same address.  

Thank you for your support of 

Audio Etc… 

You are why we are here! 

 

Audio Etc… is 

Dayton’s 

premier audio, 

video, home 

theater, 

security, and 

automation 

dealer! 

Showroom Hours 
 
Tuesday - Thursday 
11:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
 
Friday 
11:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
 
Saturday 
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
Closed Sunday and Monday 
 

 

 

Phone: 937.434.9770  

Save the Date! 

We are excited to announce 

our first ever vinyl party! 

April 26 & 27, 2017 

More details coming soon. 

 

fected by the demands of the high power output 

stages. There's also a dedicated supply for the micro-

processor controlling volume adjustment, input selec-

tion and so on, ensuring no noise from the control 

section finds its way in to the audio path.  

Pure Analog 
Another important part of the noise-reduction here is 
the fact that the PM-10 is a purely analog amplifier: 

many rival designs are today including digital-to-analog 

conversion, or adopting digital amplification and vol-

ume control, but Marantz keeps 

things as clean and simple as possi-

ble with its highly-developed all-

analog design. 

 

Other highlights include: 

 

* Fully Balanced, From Input 

to Final Power Section 

* Balanced, Bridged Power 

Amplification 

* Carefully Selected Compo-

nents 

* Built to Perform 

 

You can read the full description 

at: us.marantz.com 

Even better, stop in and hear this 

amazing piece yourself!  

 


